
AP English Literature and Composition Syllabus 

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition is a grade 12 course with an 

emphasis on literary analysis. It is a rigorous, college level course, in which students study 

the art of reading and writing about great literature. Throughout the course, students will be 

assessed on their ability to effectively and cogently communicate their ideas about what they 

read, both orally and in writing. Students will be given multiple opportunities to practice 

these skills before they take their AP Exam in May. Students who take this course are 

required to take both the AP Exam. Most highly competitive college and universities will 

award college credit for your successful completion of the examination (a score of 3, 4, or 5 

on the 15 scale of evaluation). The most competitive schools require a score of 4 of 5. To 

help you accomplish your goal, we will cover a significant number of works thoroughly 

rather than a great number of works superficially and sharpen your skills in analysis, 

synthesis, and evaluation. 

 

This course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements described in the AP 

English Course Description. The AP Literature course will emphasize sophisticated 

analytical writing and speaking skills. In addition, all English 12 standards will be addressed, 

arming students with skills necessary for success in both college and the workplace. The 

primary objective of this course, however, is that students will become lifelong lovers and 

critics of literature. Through reading and writing, students get a chance to explore worlds and 

ideas outside of their own, enabling them to develop empathy for other genders, ethnicities, 

generations, nationalities, religions and cultures. Literature is intimately involved in our quest 

to understand humanity and the societies we create. In English 12 AP, students are given 

multiple opportunities to discover and confront issues and questions that exercise their minds 

and intellects. The course will focus on two overarching questions: Why do authors write? 

(Author’s purpose) and what is the “art” in their writing? (Author’s craft). The texts for the 

course are selected for their broad themes and international literary merit. 

 

 

Course Goals: 

 Students will apply their knowledge of word meaning strategies to determine the 

meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and will use those words 

accurately. 

 Students will read and understand material ranging from simple to complex. They 

will analyze the organizational patterns, arguments and positions advanced. 

 Students will read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of 

literature that reflects and enhance their studies of history and social science. 

 To consider the social and historical values a work reflects and embodies.  

 To understand a work’s complexity, to absorb richness or meaning, and to analyze 

how meaning is embodied in literary form.  

 To study representative works from various genres and periods (from the sixteenth to 

the twentieth century) and to know a few works extremely well.  

 To become aware of, through speaking, listening, reading, and chiefly, writing, the 

resources of language: connotation, metaphor, irony, syntax, and tone.  

 Students will write coherent and focused texts that convey a well defined perspective 

and tightly reasoned argument. 



 Students will combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, 

and description to produce texts of at least 1,500 words each. Writing will 

demonstrate a command of standard American English and research, organizational 

and drafting strategies. 

 Students will write, focusing on critical analysis of literature including expository, 

analytical, and argumentative essays as well as creative writing to sharpen 

understanding of writers’ accomplishments and deepen appreciation of literary 

artistry. 

 Students will write and speak with a command of Standard English conventions. 

 Students will formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They will 

deliver focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives 

and demonstrate solid reasoning. 

 Students will deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine 

traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. 

 

Course Objectives 

Writing is an integral part of this college course, focusing on the critical analysis of literature 

and including expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Successful students will 

achieve 

 A balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail 

 A logical organization enhanced by techniques like transition, repetition, and 

emphasis  

 A variety of sentence structures 

 A wide-range vocabulary used with denotative accuracy and connotative 

resourcefulness 

 Effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining a consistent voice 

and achieving emphasis through parallelism and antithesis 

You will write both outside of class and in class and all papers will go through a process of 

design, peer and self-evaluation, and rethinking and revising. Nothing replaces self-

reflection. I can guide you and offer suggestions through our writing conferences, but only 

you can improve your writing. We will write a minimum of four papers per grading period. 

We will refer often to both professional and student models for effective strategies.  

 

Performance Tasks: 

 Timed Essays based on past AP prompts 

 Essay questions as required of college-level writers 

 Reading/responding to/ analyzing novels, drama, fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 

 Imaginative writing including but not limited to: poetry and imitative structures 

 Literary analysis papers- expository and persuasive 

 Personal Essay(s) 

 Graphic organizers, double-entry journals, Cornell Notes, paragraph responses, and 

questions  

 

Writing Expectations: 

As this is a literature and composition course, you will be expected to use every assignment 

that involves writing and rewriting to practice your best composition skills. Composition 

assignments will include: statements, paragraphs, timed writes (essay tests), and formal 



essays (personal, expository, and argumentative). We will work with various composition 

constructions, Standard Written English, sentence variety, and word choice.  

 

When an assignment calls for a “paragraph,” check your work against the paragraph criteria 

below: 

1.  Many times you will be asked for your opinion or idea about an aspect of 

a work of literature. You will post these to a discussion board placed on 

Edmodo. Please use complete sentences with clear support for your ideas. 

2.  All assignments for formal papers will include a specific grading rubric. We 

will go over the rubrics prior to submitting papers and review expectations 

for the particular composition or paper. Please consult each rubric carefully 

before submitting your work. You will be expected to rewrite larger papers 

and literary analysis after you receive feedback. 

3.  Timed writes (essay tests) and feedback. These will be scoring 

guides as used by the AP English Literature and Composition Exam for that 

specific question. This will be completed in class (45 minutes) and written on 

paper. Be mindful of handwriting as I will be reading these in order to score. 

You will be expected to rewrite larger papers and literary analysis after you 

receive feedback.  

4.  Grammar and usage: As a senior in an AP English Literature and Composition 

course, you should have a good command of Standard Written English. There 

will be mini-lessons throughout the course dealing with complex grammar and 

usage issues, sentence constructions, and diction. Occasionally you may need 

some additional help with this.  

 

There are many good online guides to grammar. The link below is one such guide. 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm 

 

Please consult this guide or a writing handbook for grammar problems. 

 

General Grading Policies: 

Students are expected to be in class ever day, fully prepared and well-read. This course has a 

heavy reading load; students who keep up will not become discouraged. Late work will NOT 

be accepted. This is a college course, and I will give you ample notice of due dates; therefore, 

while I always enjoy visiting with parents, please do not call/email with an excuse. 

‘A’ work is truly outstanding. Insights are articulate, accurate, deep and thought 

provoking.  The ‘A’ student thinks critically and generates superior inferences. 

Essays demonstrate sophisticated style, near perfect grammar, and strong 

development. ‘A’ work is thoroughly complete. 

‘B’ work is interesting and above average. Insight may not be as far-reaching or 

insightful as the top quality work, but critical thinking is demonstrated and 

explored. Essays many not be quite as sophisticated or as well developed as top 

scoring essays. Again, all work is complete. 

‘C’ work is complete, but most ideas are obvious or barely insightful. Critical 

thinking is minimal. Essays attempt to prove those ideas that most readers already 

understand, and present ideas in a simplistic manner. 

‘D’ work is incomplete. I may give no credit at all to work that is grossly incomplete. 

This work will be returned and a redo will be required to receive credit for the 

assignment (with penalty). 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index.htm


 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 

Grading Categories 

 Daily Grades = 40% 

 Major Grades = 60% 

    

Expectations 

 The works we study were chosen for their classic nature, for the author’s recognized 

style, and for the work’s frequent appearance on the AP exam. Because this is a 

college course, students are expected to handle sophisticated material with maturity 

and grace.  

 Make use of writing conferences. Available times will be posted outside my room. I 

encourage your allowing me to read and comment on your college application essays. 

 I return papers as soon as they are scored; therefore, do not ask me if an assignment is 

graded. I teach many students. I need and appreciate your patience.  

 I will not begin writing letters of recommendation until after I have known you for 12 

weeks. I reserve the right o decline writing you a letter if I do not feel that I know you 

will enough or if your work, study habits, participation, and attendance have not been 

exemplary.  

 As we explore literature together, I expect you to be sensitive to the views of others. 

Please do voice your opinions, remembering that others may totally disagree (it’s all 

in the tone! Something I still have to work on!). Respect and courtesy are the keys to 

successful class discussions. 

 Honesty is a MUST in our relationship! 

 No cell phone use in class, please.  

TUTORIALS: There will be a scheduled mandatory tutorial after papers are returned 

for those students who have problems with stylistic errors. 

 

Materials Needed: 

In addition to standard school supplies, students should have a binder dedicated to 

this course only, dividers, highlighters, and post-it notes. Students may also wish to 

purchase the novels we are studying in class so that they can take notes in their own 

copies. 
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General Structure of the Course by Topics/Units 

 Textbook(s) 

 

Novella and Novel 

Texts: We will select from among the following (some may be added): 

Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Nora Neale Hurston 

One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest, Ken Kesey 

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson 

Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 

The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka 

Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 

The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver 

Beloved, Toni Morrison 

Brave New World, Aldous Huxley 

A Prayer for Owen Meany, John Irving 

The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 

Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain 

 

Drama: 

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, by Edward Albee 

Wit, Margaret Edson 

Hamlet, William Shakespeare 

Trifles, Susan Glaspell 

Oedipus Tyrannus, Sophocles 

Death of a Salesman, Arthur Miller 

 

Poetry: We will thematically connect poetry to each nine-week’s unit of study. We 

will study the poetic conventions of form, style, tone (shift and split), figurative 

language, rhythm and sound.  

 

 

 

Unit 1: College Personal Statement Workshop  

Writer’s often use the personal reminiscence/personal essay/ essay of experience to state an 

opinion, explain a viewpoint, or clarify the significance of a person or event. The personal 

essay may take one of the three forms: personal essay, personal reminiscence, or essay of 

experience.  

 General Writing Advice, Personal Expression and College Essays 

 Students will understand and work with personal writing-including, but not limited to, 

anecdote, dialogue, details, language, syntax, and varied sentence structures.  

 Students will complete their personal statements or a private college personal essay 

and participate in peer editing, teacher editing, rewriting and revising. A variety of 

guest speakers representing public and private schools will share their college 

experiences and advice. 

 Students will read and critique sample personal statements, with a focus on 

introductions and practice writing effective openings individually and in groups. 



 I will share model personal statements written by former students who have been 

accepted to many of the top four year colleges across the state. This experience helps 

inspire and motivate students to write great personal statements. 

 Specifically, students will receive direct instruction in effective introductions, voice, 

use of first person pronouns and additional language conventions. 

 Students will complete TWO personal essays for college admission. 

 

Unit 2: Genre Study/Short Story/Elements of Fiction/Drama 

 Characterization – “Everyday Use”  

 Theme – “Young Goodman Brown”  

 Point of View – “The Lottery” “Cathedral”  

 Symbol, Allegory, and Fantasy – “The Rocking Horse Winner” “The 

Chrysanthemums” “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas”  

 Irony and Paradox – “The Necklace” “The Gospel According to Mark” 

 Tone and Style – “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” “Barn Burning”  

 Writing Literary Analysis of Fiction 

 Will also begin Novel reading: Frankenstein 

 

Elements of Poetry/Poetry Analysis 

 Connecting poetry to works above. (One such work may be Rime of the Ancient 

Mainer, or “Ode on a Grecian Urn”) 

 

Unit expectations:  

a) A close reading of fiction and connected poetry to works. There is also a composition 

instruction (see writing expectations and also “writing” component below.) 

b) Writing Component: Students will take material from their double-entry journals 

dealing with central themes in Frankenstein and use the material to develop an 

interpretive essay based on a central them in the novel. Students may select a theme 

of their own, granted that it is approved by the teacher, or they can select one of these 

two themes: the tension between individualism and social acceptance; or the tension 

between technology and human expectations.  

o Timed Write: experience with timed writing about prose-complex 

characterization, figurative language, and resources of language. 

o Evaluation of timed write-working with scoring guide 

 

Unit 3: Classical and Modern Tragedy 

Students will read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, 

of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new 

information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and to gain 

personal fulfillment. Among these texts is fiction, nonfiction classic, and contemporary 

works.  

 

Students will read a range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an 

understanding of the many dimensions (philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) or human 

experience.  

 

 



Oedipus Tyrannus (Sophocles) 

 There is a discussion of the conflict between faith and doubt. Oedipus represents any 

of us who wrestle with our own problems of faith and doubt; he represents all of our 

hopes.  

 This play seeks truth about the cosmos. Every detail is contrived so as to reinforce the 

conception of order disturbed and order restored. 

 Knowledge comes through suffering.  

 

Death of a Salesman (Arthur Miller) 

Stacy Keach and Jane Kaczmarek star in Arthur Miller's 1949 masterpiece, a searing portrait 

of the physical, emotional, and psychological costs of the American dream. Willy Loman is 

the play's iconic traveling salesman, whose family is torn apart by his desperate obsession 

with greatness and social acceptance. As his two sons cast about aimlessly for their station in 

life, Willy begins to come unraveled when the reality of his life threatens his long-cherished 

illusions (https://www.amazon.com/Death-Salesman-Arthur-Miller/dp/0822202905).  

 

 

Unit Expectations: 

a) Active reading/Annotations incorporated into understanding drama, including 

dramatic irony, the origin and function of the chorus, theater beginnings, 

imagery of sight and blindness, myth.  

b) Formal analysis/literary paper comparing and contrasting the tragic fate of 

both protagonists. Essay will be expository and analytical. Students will write, 

edit, and rewrite. Paper will emphasize imagery and dramatic irony and will 

work with incorporating quotes, word choice, syntax, and understanding of 

the dialogue and details presented as support to writing. Direct composition 

instruction: active verbs; clear, viable thesis statement; incorporation of lines 

and dialogue; and use of conventions as necessary.  

c) Timed write on tragedy-scoring guide included. 

d) Discussion on the Character of Fate; free will. 

 

Unit 4: Hamlet (Shakespeare)  

 Why is Hamlet considered by many to be Shakespeare’s greatest achievement? 

 How and why is the character of Hamlet depicted as the most complex in English 

Literature? 

 

Unit Expectations: 

a) Study includes the great chain of being: Shakespeare’s language, form, and function 

of tragedy; and religious, scientific, and cultural beliefs of the Elizabethan age. 

b) Essay test/times write using question #3 from 1993 and 1994 AP English Literature 

and Composition Exams 

c) Literary Analysis Paper- formal, persuasive essay evaluating Hamlet based on one of 

the two questions above. Direct composition instruction: format-clear thesis, 

incorporation of lines and quotes, pronoun usage, support paragraphs, introduction 

necessary for audience, thesis followed throughout, strong concluding paragraph.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Death-Salesman-Arthur-Miller/dp/0822202905


Unit 5: Elements of Poetry/Poetry Analysis 

Responding to poetry involves remembering and reflecting. Your knowledge and life 

experience informs your reading of what is before you, and allows you to connect things 

within the text-events, images, words, sounds-so that meanings and feelings develop and 

accumulate. Poems when they are about things of which we have no experience, connect to 

things we do know and order our memories, thoughts, and feelings in new and newly 

challenging ways. Poems, perhaps even more than other texts, can sharpen your reading 

skills because they tend to be so compact, so fully dependent on concise expressions of 

feeling. In poems, ideas and feelings are packed tightly into just a few lines.  

 

 Imagery- “The Fish” “Green Chile” “Root Cellar” “Waiting at a station of the Metro” 

 Word Choice- “We Old Dudes” “she being Brand” “Ode to American English” 

“Verbo” 

 Figures of Speech- “Author of Her book” “You fit into me” “Macbeth Vv” “to a 

Wasp” “London, 1802” 

 Symbolism, Irony, Allegory- “Bull Moose” “Bully” “My Last Duchess” “Behind 

Grandma’s House” “Chimney Sweeper” 

 Sounds- “Player Piano” “Bird Came Down Walk” “The Bells” 

 Poetry Forms 

 Poetry Favorites- Rape of the Lock 

 Mood and Tone- “The Raven” “Annabelle Lee” 

 Focused pieces: “Incident” and “We Wear the Mask” (Cullen and Dunbar) or “Dulce 

et Decorum Est” and “The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” 

 

Students will learn: 

 A close reading is the careful, sustained analysis of any text that focuses on 

significant details or patterns and that typically examines some aspect of the text’s 

form, craft, meanings, etc. (Teacher will use/reference the website Purdue Owl in 

order to explain and teach the concept of close reading.) 

o Overall goals of close reading are to 

 Learn about language and rhetorical technique 

 Gain a deeper understanding of a text 

 Explore a specific theme or pattern within a text 

 Understand how writers craft their work 

 

Unit Expectations: 

a) Study and analysis of poems from Metaphysical to Modern Era.  

b) Two papers analyzing poems in unit. 

c) Introduction: Essay of analysis. This essay is a literary analysis (expository)-

Shakespeare’s “Winter” including teacher model an rubric. Essay will be shared in 

class and emphasis includes sonnet form, paraphrase, imagery, syntax, and poetic 

language. Direct composition instruction: summary/paraphrase, thesis statement, 

syntax/sentence structure, audience. 

d) Ballad- analyze using callouts 

e) Sonnet- Study and analyze multiple sonnets, create a Found Poem 

f) Metrical Romance 



g) Timed Write- literary analysis comparing and contrasting two poems including 

samples and scoring guide. Direct Composition Instruction: compare and contrast, 

thesis statement 

h) Multiple-choice practice 

i) Students will write an interpretive essay based on a careful analysis of textual details 

comparing the treatment of a socio-historical issue in two poems. Students will write 

on either the depiction of and attitude toward racism; or the depiction of and attitude 

toward war. Direct composition instruction: as needed 

 

Unit 6: Novel and Satire-Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain) 

Unit Expectations: 

a) Study of a novel and literary terms and techniques, emphasizing point of view and 

tone.  

b) Analysis using graphic organizers. 

a. Two short interpretation papers based on point of view and tone 

b. Timed write using AP released prompts 

c) The Sting of Satire: Students will create their own satirical video on a modern day 

topic or one from the past.  

d) Timed write on irony and satire. 

 

 

Unit 7:Heart of Darkness (Joseph Conrad)  

Students will parallel read the text and study guide, which leads the students to develop a 

deeper understanding of the novel and how to pull out themes to be used on the AP exam.   

 

Students will also explore the literary techniques of impressionistic writing, frame narrative, 

inference, and symbolism. 

 

Practice AP Prompt- An over-riding theme in this book is the contrast and conflict between 

light and darkness. Write a well-organized essay in which you analyze both the literal and 

metaphoric uses of light and darkness. Avoid plot summary. 

 

 

AP REVIEW AND PREPARATION 
Students will spend this time reviewing, going over class and books notes in preparation to 

take the AP exam in May.  It is during this time that they will take the practice tests for 

multiple choice and write several essays.  The answers will be reviewed in class, with 

corrective feedback focused on improving scores and speed to make them efficient test 

takers.   

After the test 

Modern Novel Unit 

 

Novels – Reader’s Workshop Format 

 

Students choose two novels to read and study from the following list of possible titles: 

Alias Grace, All the King’s Men, All the Pretty Horses, Angle of Repose, Animal Dreams, 

Atonement, Awakening, Beloved, Brave New World, Catch 22, Einstein’s Dreams, Ethan 

Frome, Frankenstein, The Grapes of Wrath, The Great Gatsby, The Handmaid’s Tale, The 



Kite Runner, Lord of the Flies, Montana 1948/Justice, 1984, Obasan, Player Piano, The 

Poisonwood Bible, A Prayer for Owen Meany, Snow Falling on Cedars, Stones from the 

River, Their Eyes Were Watching God 

 

Unit Expectations: 

a) Read two novels 

b) Take test on both 

c) Write formal literary paper — persuasive format. Students will take the 

two novels they read and, again using material generated in their double-entry 

journals, will write an analytical, argumentative essay that attempts 

to persuade its reader that each novel is making specific socio-historical 

commentary on an issue of social concern. The issue may, but need not, be 

the same in each novel. The essay will be developed through multiple drafts. 

In the opening paragraph of the essay, students will argue for specific ways 

that each novel reflects the social concern detected and articulated in writing, using 

illustrations from the texts. 

 


